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This is a communication from the examiner in charge ot your application. 
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 



This application has been examined 



A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 



^['Responsive to communication filed on I ^ j ^ b 

3 



□ 



This action is made final. 



month (s), — -days from the date of this letter. 



Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the application to become abandoned. 35 U.S.C. 133 
Part I THE FOLLOWING ATT AC HM ENT(S) ARE PART OF THIS ACTION: 



1. J5T Notice of References Cited by Examiner, PTO-892. 

3. ISTNotice of Art Cited by Applicant, PTO-1 449. 

5. C] Information on How to Effect Drawing Changes, PTO-1 474. 

Part II SUMMARY OF ACTION 

1. S ttSto.SRbbZ-^ 



2. Notice of Draftsman's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

4. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52. 

6. □ . 



_ are pending in the application. 



Of the above, claims ^ & ^""j" 
2. □ Claims 



3. CD Claims. 

4. £3fcfaims_ 

5. D Claims. 

6. □ Claims. 



_ are withdrawn from consideration. 

have been cancelled. 

are allowed. 

are rejected. 

are objected to. 



. are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



7. D This application has been filed with informal drawings under 37 C.F.R. 1 .85 which are acceptable for examination purposes. 

8. C] Formal drawings are required in response to this Office action. 

The corrected or substitute drawings have been received on 



Under 37 C.F.R. 1 .84 these drawings 



are □ acceptable; □ not acceptable (see explanation or Notice of Draftsman's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948). 

. has (have) been □ approved by the 



10. d The proposed additional or substitute sheet(s) of drawings, filed on 
examiner; □ disapproved by the examiner (see explanation). 



, has been □ approved; □ disapproved (see explanation). 



The proposed drawing correction, filed 

12. O Acknowledgement is made of the daim for priority under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9. The certified copy has □ been received □ not been received 

□ been filed in parent application, serial no. ; filed on • 

13. LZ] Since this application apppears to be in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is dosed in 

accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayte, 1935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 

14. □ Other 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restriction 



1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 
Group I. Claims 55, 59 and 62-65, drawn to a bifurcated stent and method of use, 

classified in class 623, subclass 1. 

Group n. Claims 56 and 66-87, drawn to a wire stent, classified in class 623, subclass 12. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions of Group I and Group II are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown 
that they are not disclosed as capable of use together, or they have different modes of operation, 
or they have different functions, or they have different effects. 

2. During a telephone conversation with Mr. Allan Wheatcraft on 01/09/97 a provisional 
election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, claims 55,59 and 62- 
65. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in responding to this Office action. 
Claims 56 and 66-87 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 

CFR 1 . 142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

3. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the currently 
named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any 
amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a diligently-filed petition under 37 

CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(h). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 VSC§102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless ~ 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 37 1(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

5. Claims 55, 59 and 62-65 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated 
by Martin, 5,575,817. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Michael Milano at 
telephone number (703) 308-2496. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group 3300 Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0858. 



Milano. mm 
Jan. 09, 1997 



^^^^^^ 
Michael J. Milano 



Primary Examiner 
Group 3300, AU 3308 



